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Ming Chuan University (MCU) Department of Business Administration
Department Enforcement Rules for Doctoral Program
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These enforcement rules are established for the purpose of making the

period of doctoral study productive and to meet faculty members’

requirements for all students currently pursuing a doctoral degree.
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The minimum study period for the doctoral program is two years; students
can extend their study period up to a maximum of five years. Students who
want to extend their study period must submit their hard copy application to
the department office and this application must be approved by the chair of
the department.
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A minimum of 25 credits is required for graduation for doctoral program
students (not including the credits of English courses).
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Students who have earned credits for related doctoral degree courses prior
to admission to the program may for apply credit waiver for each course for
which their grade is over 80.
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Doctoral program students must apply for comprehensive examinations
after their first semester is completed. According to applications received
from students, the examinations will be held once a semester one week
before to the start of classes. The examination subjects include operations
management, marketing management, and human resources management
(choose two of these three subjects for examination). Students who score
80 or above pass the examination standard; the full mark is 100. Students
may take examinations for each subject a maximum of twice, and may not
choose a subject for examination if they have already failed that subject
twice.
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The complexity of the subjects is based on the knowledge required of
master’s degree students. The grading ranks are pass, conditional pass,
and fail. Students who earn a conditional pass must submit a hard copy
report related to the subject. The range of material covered on the exam
and the reference books are to be announced by the department. Students
can apply for an examination waiver based on their master’'s program
course grades (grades over 80 qualify).
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Doctoral students must decide on their main field of study after they study
in the program for one year. They must take all the required courses in their
main study field and one elective course. The department can assign

doctoral program students to take master’s program courses when it is
necessary.
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Doctoral students can apply for the academic qualifying exam after they

study in the program for one year; they must pass the qualifying exam
within 3 years and follow related rules stated below:
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The academic qualifying exam is divided into professional field and
research method field. According to applications from students, the
examinations are held once per semester. Students can take
examinations up to twice in each field, and they must withdraw from
the university if they fail an exam the second time.
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Before doctoral program students choose the professional field of the
gualifying exam, they must earn the credits for fundamental subjects or

pass the comprehensive examinations and they must also complete
the credits for all the required courses of the professional field.
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Students who want to participate in the academic qualifying exam must
submit their hard copy application two weeks prior to the end of a
semester. Students who score 70 or above pass the examination
standard; the full mark is 100.
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Doctoral program students may submit their application for dissertation
advisor to the department after they have passed both comprehensive
examinations and academic qualifying exams. The application must be
submitted within one year after the student passes their academic
qualifying exams, and students are to follow related regulations stated
below:
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Doctoral program student’s dissertation advisor must be a full-time
associate professor or above of the department or a full-time
associate professor or above of the university and meet the doctoral
degree faculty member qualification of the AACSB accreditation

standard.
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Retired faculty members of the department can continue to advise
doctoral program students for three years after they retire from the
university until the students graduate.
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Faculty members from other universities who give lectures for doctoral
program students in the department can participate in students’
dissertation research as co-advisors. Doctoral program students
who are from overseas sister universities can invite faculty members
from their original universities to participate in their dissertation
research as co-advisors.
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Full-time faculty members of the university cannot serve as
dissertation advisor or co-advisor for more than two doctoral degree
students of each year-level.
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For doctoral program students who want to change dissertation
advisors, the submission date of the application for changing
dissertation advisor must be at least one semester later than the
date they submitted their original dissertation advisor application. To
manage related affairs, when doctoral program students submit an
application to change advisors, a consent form signed by the original
dissertation advisor and the new thesis advisor must also be
submitted. Students can begin working with their new dissertation
advisor after their application is approved by the Doctoral Degree
Oral Examination Committee. Doctoral program students cannot
change dissertation advisors in the same semester that they submit
their dissertation oral examination proposal and doctoral dissertation
oral examination application. Dissertation advisor can only be
changed once. Doctoral program students’ examination results will
not be accepted by the department if they don’t follow related
regulations to change their dissertation advisor.
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Doctoral program students should participate in the Annual Doctoral
Research Progress Presentations and accept the research status
evaluation from the department.
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Doctoral program students must enroll in the “Individual Research” course
every semester during the writing of their dissertation; they should
participate in the public oral doctoral research progress presentations every
semester. Doctoral program students can file for a course exemption for
“Individual Research” only for the semester in which they graduate. Every
student can file for an exemption only once, and the related oral
presentation date will be announced by the department.
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Before doctoral candidates submit their dissertation defense application,
they must meet the qualifications of having two academic publications or
that their research has been accepted for publication by peer-reviewed
academic journals, and one of the publications must be in a journal listed in
SSCI or SCIE.
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Doctoral candidates who have studied in the program for over seven years
must have two academic publications accepted by journals which are listed
in SSCI, SCIE, TSSCI, CSSCI, El or by other journals which are recognized
by Academic Publications Recognition Committee.
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Publication authors must include the dissertation advisor and doctoral
candidate, at least one of them must be the first or second author, and the
paper must list the authors’ affiliation as Ming Chuan University Department
of Business Administration.
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The recognition of doctoral candidates’ academic publications mentioned
above will be reviewed by the Academic Publications Recognition
Committee, which is convened by the department chair, who invites three
to five faculty members in related professional fields to serve as members.
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Doctoral program students may apply for dissertation proposal oral
examination after they pass the qualifying exam. Students can take the
dissertation proposal oral examination two times, and must withdraw from
university if they fail the dissertation proposal oral examination a second
time. Each Doctoral Degree Oral Examination Committee must be
comprised of five faculty members, and two of them must from off campus.
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Doctoral degree students must meet the requirements of Ming Chuan



University Procedures for Managing Academic Ethics before they apply for
the dissertation proposal oral examination.
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Doctoral candidates must submit the Ming Chuan University Dissertation
Result Comparison Report signed by their dissertation advisor at the same
time as submitting the dissertation proposal oral examination. The report
must be given to the Doctoral Degree Oral Examination Committee
members to serve as a reference during the oral examination. Doctoral
candidates must again submit the Ming Chuan University Dissertation
Result Comparison Report signed by their dissertation advisor to the
department chair when they submit the dissertation revised according to
the Oral Examination Committee members’ recommendations.
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Doctoral candidates must follow related regulations to apply for the doctoral
degree dissertation defense, five to nine associate professors or professors
will be recommended by department chair and be selected by the president
to comprise the Doctoral Degree Oral Examination Committee for doctoral
candidates’ dissertation defense, and 50% of committee members must be
from off campus. Doctoral candidates who fail their first dissertation
defense can apply for second defense in the same academic year. Doctoral
candidates must withdraw from the university if they fail the second
dissertation defense.
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Upon being passed at the department affairs meeting and approved by the
Academic Affairs Division, these procedures were implemented. Any
revision must follow the same procedure.

**In the event of any inconsistency or discrepancy between the Chinese and other
language versions of this document, the Chinese version shall prevail. **



